
victory gardenS
first distribution day
scheduled for MONDAY
Squash, onions and peppers will

be among the first spoils of the Vic-
tory Gardens when they open from
9 a.m., until noon Monday, June 29.
The produce is free to anyone who
wants it. The gardens are located on
city property next to Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park off Old Mor-
ganfield Road. Gardening is
organized by area churches and the
Crittenden County Detention Cen-
ter. Work-release inmates care for
the gardens. Jailer Robbie Kirk says
they’re the best looking gardens
yet. In fact, the fruit trees were so
full they had to be pruned. “The
branches are so spindly, they were
breaking because there was so
much fruit on them,” Kirk said. So,
it was all picked and given to the
Senior Citizens Center. A UK Exten-
sion Service specialist pruned the
trees and provided some specific
directions on future care that will
protect the trees and provide ade-
quate yields.

cell phone Rule at cchs
First reading was given Tuesday

night of a new policy that
prohibits the use of cell
phones during the school
day at Crittenden County
High School beginning next
semester. As introduced at
Tuesday’s Crittenden County
Board of Education meeting, stu-
dents would be permitted to use
their phones during lunch period.
Passage will require a final vote at
the July 16 school board meeting.

THUNDER IN THE VALLEY
fireworks AT FREDONIA
Fredonia will be hosting its

Thunder in the Valley Fireworks
Show on Friday, July 3. The event
will begin at 6:30 p.m., and include
live music. Bring a lawn chair.

nursing home fireworks
Salem Springlake is planning a

fireworks display at dusk on July 4
in Salem.

No Tolu 4th fireworks
Organizers of the annual Tolu

fireworks show say obstacles due to
the COVID-19 were insurmountable
for hosting an event this Fouth of
July. The event has drawn as many
as 3,000 people to the tiny town of
Tolu on the Ohio River. Due to re-
strictions on restrooms and indoor
facilities and other factors, it was
determined that this year’s fire-
works display would not happen.
Fundraising would have needed to
have begun in March and with the
dynamic situation associated with
the pandemic, it was virtually im-
possible to plan. Also, fireworks
would have needed to have been
ordered in May. At that time, it was
unclear what the COVID-19 land-
scape might look like in early July.
Organizers say this will not deter
their efforts to bring fireworks to
Tolu in the future.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
• Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet in special session at 8:30
a.m., Tuesday, June 30 to close out
the fiscal year. 
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Judge Williams

June 23, 2020 Crittenden Election Day Absentee Total
Pandemic Circumstances County Machine A Machine B Machine

Courthouse Courthouse Early Voting
REPUBLICAN PARTY
PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES STATEWIDE COUNTY TOTAL
Donald Trump 0.00% 751 113 148 449900
Uncommitted 0.00% 22 3 4 1155
UNITED STATES SENATOR STATEWIDE COUNTY TOTAL
Nicholas Alsager 0% 9 22 11 66
Wendell K. Crow 0% 2 22 33 77
Paul Joohn Frankgedakis 0% 5 11 11 33
Louis Grinder 0% 1 11 22 55
Naren James 0% 2 00 11 11
Kenneth Lowndes 0% 3 11 11 11
Mitch McConnell 0% 673 110000 113311 444422
C. Weslsey Morgan 0% 40 99 88 2233
DEMOCRATIC PARTY
PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES STATEWIDE COUNTY TOTAL
Pete Buttigieg 0.00% 7 2 1 44
John K. Delaney 0.00% 5 0 1 44
Joseph R. Biden 0.00% 146 18 21 110077
Tom Steyer 0.00% 6 1 3 22
Tulsi Gabbard 0.00% 4 0 1 33
Michael Bennet 0.00% 7 1 2 44
Michael R. Bloomberg 0.00% 3 0 1 22
Amy Klobuchar 0.00% 11 3 1 77
Bernie Sanders 0.00% 20 11 3 66
Deval Patrick 0.00% 3 0 2 00
Andrew Yang 0.00% 3 0 2 11
Elizabeth Warren 0.00% 3 3 0 44
Uncommitted 0.00% 3 19 14 5544
UNITED STATES SENATOR STATEWIDE COUNTY TOTAL
Jimmy C. Ausbrooks 0.00% 6 0 2 44
Charles Booker 0.00% 73 24 16 3333
Mike Broihier 0.00% 5 0 1 44
Maggie Jo Hillard 0.00% 7 1 3 33
Andrew J. Maynard 0.00% 7 0 1 66
Amy McGrath 0.00% 160 22 25 111133
Eric Rothmuller 0.00% 4 1 1 22
John R. Sharpensteen 0.00% 5 1 0 44
Bennie J. Smith 0.00% 14 6 2 66
Mary Ann Tobin 0.00% 3 3 1 1188
NONPARTISAN JUDICIAL BALLOT
COURT OF APPEALS 1ST DISTRICT DISTRICTWIDE COUNTY TOTAL
Chris McNeill 0.00% 153 32 35 8866
Jenny Hines 0.00% 82 18 24 4400
C. Rene Williams 0.00% 811 115 141 555555
J.R. "Jason" Coltharp 0.00% 36 11 5 2200

COVID-19 voting
leaves loose ends
It will likely be next week
before all votes counted
STAFF REPORT
At some point next week, Ken-

tucky should know the results of
Tuesday’s Primary Election. Due to
an historic balloting process due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, election
returns could trickle in until Mon-
day.
Not surprisingly, conservatives

carried the day in voting Tuesday
in Crittenden County. However,
hundreds of mailed ballots will not
be counted until this weekend.
Some may show up Monday. Those
voting by absentee through the
mail had until Tuesday to post-
mark their ballots.
In the only race with a local fla-

vor, Circuit Judge Rene Williams
was the decided favorite in a four-
person race for First District Ap-
peals Court Judge. Williams, who
serves as circuit judge in Critten-
den, Union and Webster counties,
garnered 811 of the votes counted 

See ELECTION/page 2

STAFF REPORT
It appears that an impasse in fund-

ing negotiations between the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet and the Cave
In Rock Ferry will lead to its closure
next week.
Ferry operator Lonnie Lewis says he

cannot adequately operate based on
the current contract proposal and will
close at the end of the day Tuesday,
June 30.
The Kentucky Transportation Cabi-

net originally budgeted $928,600 an-
nually – half of which is reimbursed by
the State of Illinois – for operations over
the next two years, starting July 1. A
few days ago, Kentucky bumped up
that amount to $1 million, but the ferry
owner is asking for more. 
The amount offered is significantly

less than what has been paid to Cave

In Rock Ferry Company over its cur-
rent two-year contract dating back to
2018, which ends next week. However,
following an audit of the ferry’s finan-
cial records, conducted by Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet, the state ap-
pears to have drawn a line in the sand. 
State officials in Frankfort believe the

ferry owner can operate in a safe, re-
sponsible manner based on the $1 mil-
lion contract offer. Its audit findings
show the amount sufficient to provide
the owner with funding to operate,

make improvements and repairs and
earn a 10-percent profit.
According to a letter The Press ob-

tained this week through an Open
Records request, it appears Kentucky
has moved about as far as it’s willing
under current conditions, some of
which have to do with incurred and
projected revenue shortfalls from the
pandemic slowdown. 
“Having already dipped into scarce

state road fund dollars once at your re-
quest to provide additional funding for
the Cave In Rock Ferry, we simply do
not have the flexibility to increase the
ferry contract further beyond our
audit-supported figure,” Transporta-
tion Cabinet Deputy Secretary Mike
Hancock told Crittenden County 

See FERRY/page 2

Judge
Williams
received 75
percent of the
ballots cast in
Crittenden
County for
appeals court

judge

Swinging bridge,
Yoder crossing
closed to traffic
STAFF REPORT
Access to the swinging bridge in the

Amish community is no longer available
to the general public.
Oddly, it was the growing popularity of

the longtime Crittenden County attrac-
tion that ultimately spelled its undoing.
Property owners near the swinging
bridge across Crooked Creek appealed
to county leaders for Yoder Road to be
closed, cutting off access to the bridge
and the creek where many congregate to 

See CLOSED/page 10

Negotiations stall, ferry to close

STAFF REPORT
Details have begun to

emerge about the South Car-
olina woman whose body was
found in a shallow grave at
Hill Cemetery near Fredonia
on Saturday, June 13 and
her estranged husband, Larry
Florentine, 52, who police are

looking for in connection to
the case.
Kentucky State Police re-

main tight lipped about the
death investigation of Nicole
Zahnd Florentine, 36, who
was discovered by a cemetery
caretaker almost two weeks
ago in rural Caldwell County.

Through an examination of
public records and based on
correspondence or conversa-
tions with individuals in
South Carolina who are fa-
miliar with the couple or the
case, it appears their rela-

See BODY/page 10

Details emerge about couple
On Monday, county crews built a gravel berm and barricade in front of the creek
crossing on Yoder Road.

Larry
Florentine

Nicole
Florentine

The coupled married in
September 2018

Shorter hours of operation
are not an option this time,
says the ferry operator.

FACEBOOK

2020 Primary
Incomplete



Fuller
Emma Roberts Fuller,

81, of Sturgis died
Wednesday, June 17,
2020 at Crittenden
County Health & Reha-
b i l i t a t i o n
Center in
Marion.
She was a

member of
Cave Springs
General Bap-
tist Church
and Order of the Eastern
Star. She enjoyed sewing
and reading.
Survivors include two

daughters, Carole (Brian)
Harkins of Sturgis and
Sharon (Dennis) Butts of
Sullivan; four grandchil-
dren, Ashlea Butts,
Justin Butts, Jillian Nall
and Jake Harkins; and
eight great-grandchil-
dren, Jayden Butts. K.W.
Butts, Catelyn Wagoner,
Charley Nall, Cadee May
Nall, Cooper Elias Nall,
Kaden White and Ashton
White.
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
John Bill and Allie Tru-
man Collins Roberts; her
husband James “Happy”
Fuller in 2012; four
brothers; seven sisters;
an infant daughter,
Emma Irene Fuller; and
a great-grandson, Carter
Nall.
Services were Satur-

day, June 20 at Whitsell
Funeral Home in Sturgis
with Rev. David Johnson
officiating. Burial was at
Blackford Cemetery. 
Memorials may be

made to American Kid-
ney Association or the
American Diabetes Asso-
ciation. 

Mayers
Dalton Blake Mayers,

stillborn son of William
Thomas Mayers Jr. and
Nancy Rae Brown May-
ers, died  Tuesday, June
16, 2020.
In addition to his par-

ents, survivors include
brothers, Gage Mayers
and Kolton Mayers; ma-
ternal grandmother, Leila
Brown of Princeton; ma-
ternal grandfather, Bruce
Brown and wife Suz-
zanne of Marion; pater-
nal grandfather, William
Thomas Mayers Sr. of
Tennessee; and several
aunts and uncles.
He was preceded in

death by his brother,
Gentry Mayers.
Services were Sunday,

June 21 at Morgan's Fu-
neral Home in Princeton
with Rev. Kyle Noffsinger
officiating. Burial was at
Frances Cemetery in
Crittenden County.

Williams
Terry Williams, 72, of

Marion died Saturday,
June 20, 2020 at his
home.  
He was a retired coal

m i n e r .
Williams en-
joyed many
hobbies in-
c l u d i n g
training and
s h o w i n g
Tennessee
Walking Horses, camp-
ing, riding four wheelers
and his Harley Davidson.
In his later years, he en-
joyed restoring bicycles. 
Surviving are his wife

of 43 years, Gail
Williams; five children,
Melissa Gipson (Robert)
and Lisa Cosby (Tommy)
both of Lawrenceville,
Ga., Christy Williams of
Providence, Shawn
Williams of Dixon and
Angela Williams of Mor-
ganfield; six grandchil-
dren, Samantha
Campbell, Charles
Cosby, Lauren Watson,
Alyssa Cosby, Braydon
Hill and Alexis Tabor;
four great-grandchildren;
and two brothers, Larry
Williams and Rocky
Williams both of Clay.
He was preceded in

death by his parents,
J.B. and Marguirette
Williams of Clay.  
Services were sched-

uled for 1 p.m., Wednes-
day, June 24 at Gilbert
Funeral Home in Marion
with burial following at
Caldwell Springs Ceme-
tery.  

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

See The-Press.com
for obituaries dating

back to 1990s
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FERRY
Continued from page 1
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom in a letter dated
June 19.
Lewis, the ferry owner,

told The Press last week
that he is asking for a
three-percent increase
above the FY20 contract,
which was about $1.2
million. According to
that letter between Han-
cock and Newcom, the
Transportation Cabinet
says Lewis is asking for
a six-percent cost-of-liv-
ing adjustment. It says
the ferry operator is re-
questing $1.29 million
for FY21 and $1.37 mil-
lion FY22.
“It will close June 30,”

Newcom said on Mon-
day. 
Two years ago, the

ferry operator shortened
service hours from 16
hours a day to 12 a day,
declaring funding short-
falls. After about three
months of contract ne-
gotiations, the state and
ferry reached a compro-
mise and it resumed
normal operations in the
early fall of 2018. The
ferry normally runs from
6 a.m., until 10 p.m.
Lewis said this time

there will be no shorten-
ing the operating hours,
it will simply close.
“I went through this

two years ago when I
was trying to plant my
crop – corn and beans,”
said Lewis, who farms
land in southern Illinois
and Crittenden County.
“I’m just not going to go
through it again. If
they’re not going to do it,
just tell me.”
Labor laws require

employees to be notified
if their jobs are in jeop-
ardy. Lewis said he was
going to make proper
notification to pilots and
deckhands this week.
Lewis said he’s asking

for an increase because
of equipment costs and
he wants to improve the
spare ferry and tug. He
said the state’s audit in-
cluded figures from a
three-month period two
years ago when he pur-
posely did not reinvest
funds in the ferry opera-
tions because the con-
tract was unsettled.
“If something goes

wrong I want to have re-
liable equipment as
backup,” Lewis said. 
Lewis says he’s willing

to negotiate terms of the
new contact. His com-
pany has operated the
ferry across the Ohio
River since 1994.
Judge Newcom said he

is working with bureau-
crats and legislators,
trying to keep all parties
at the negotiating table. 

ELECTION
Continued from page 1

here on Tuesday. There were 1,082 cast
in the race. The other three candidates
for the appeals court judge are each at-
torneys from Paducah. The top two
vote-getters will have a runoff in the
November General Election. Williams,
who lives in Dixon, also carried her
home county by a substantial margin
in votes counted Tuesday. The district
includes 24 counties in west Kentucky.
Each county is handling its primary

counting differently. In Crittenden
County, no mailed ballots have been

counted yet, but 818 had been
processed, and many more remain out.
Totals were not compiled for the mailed
ballots. The only votes totaled here
Tuesday were from Election Day voting
on two machines at the courthouse,
designated Machine A and Machine B
on the totals in the chart on the front
page, and ballots cast in early machine
voting from June 5 through June 22.
County Clerk Carolyn Byford said

Tuesday’s balloting went smoothly con-
sidering the changes. She said at no
time were there long lines at the court-
house. The wait was generally less than
three minutes.
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50 YEARS AGO
June 25, 1970
n Two Crittenden County
High School seniors re-
turned after attending Ken-
tucky Girls State at
Transylvania College. Two
senior girls were selected
by the American Legion
Auxiliary of Ellis B. Ordway
to attend on behalf of the
county. The delegates
were Betty Mills, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Fred
Mills, and Louise Holeman,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Harold W. Holeman. 
n Michael Lee Cline and
Johnny Ray Dunbar re-
turned from a week's stay
at Trooper Island on Dale
Hollow Lake in southcen-
tral Kentucky. 
n The American Legion
Auxiliary of Ellis B. Ordway
Unit 111 presented two
eighth grade students at
Marion Junior High School
with their annual American-
ism Award. Candy Winters
and Glen Hughes were
presented the awards on
the final day of the 1970
school year. 

25 YEARS AGO
June 29, 1995
nWhat was Crittenden
County's newest club took
its first flight when the Crit-
tenden County Aero Club
initiated its charter. Billy

Fox served as president. 
n The Crittenden County
Republican Party had a
new chair when lifelong
Marion resident Arnold
"Shorty" Hunt was chosen
to succeed Bart Frazer,
who served the year prior. 
n Three Crittenden County
youngsters were among
the 104 girls who attended
the Kentucky Sheriffs' Boys
and Girls Ranch in
Gilbertsville. Attending
were Savannah Fox,
Necole Arflack and Victoria
Thomas. 

10 YEARS AGO
June 24, 2010
n Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Fred
Brown was honored with
the prestigious W.W. Bryan
Award, presented by the
Pennyrile Area Develop-
ment District n The Critten-
den County Site-Based
Decision Making Council
chose Lori Phillips to suc-
ceed Todd Merrick as the
high school principal.
Phillips was formerly the
assistant principal at
CCHS.
n Jessi Hodge won All-
Around Cowgirl at the Ken-
tucky High School Rodeo
Association finals. She
also won for finishing first
in breakaway roping, pole
bending and goat tying.
She finished fourth in bar-
rels as well. Hodge quali-
fied to attend the national
finals in Wyoming. 

69 cases have been
reported in district
There were six new cases
of COVID-19 confirmed in
the five-county Pennyrile
Area Health District from
June 13 through June 19.
As of Friday, June 19, there
had been 69 cases re-
ported in the health district
since March when figures

began being kept. Of those
cases, four have resulted
in death. Trigg County re-
ported a new case last
weekend, which is not fig-
ured in the totals below. 
To date, Crittenden
County has had nine re-
ported cases, which is a
frequency of .00098 per-
cent of the population. 

Here is breakdown of
cases by county:
County     Cases  Deaths
Caldwell       12           0
Crittenden     9            1
Livingston     8            0
Lyon            18           3
Trigg             22           0

LIVESTOCK MARKET REPORT
From sale on June 16 at Livingston Co. Livestock Market -
Ledbetter, Ky. Kentucky Dept of Ag Mrkt News. 
Total head 824. Feeder Cattle: 723, Slaughter Cattle 52, Replace-
ment Cattle 49. Compared to last week: Feeder cattle traded 5.00-
8.00 higher with strong demand for precondition cattle. Slaughter
cows and bulls traded steady. Supply included: 88% Feeder Cattle
(43% Steers, 0% Dairy Steers, 50% Heifers, 8% Bulls); 6%
Slaughter Cattle (92% Cows, 8% Bulls); 6% Replacement Cattle
(74% Bred Cows, 3% Bred Heifers, 15% Cow-Calf Pairs, 6%
Heifer Pairs, 3% Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was
39%.

STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2 215-230 223 187.50-192.50 189.92
3 270-275 272 182.00 182.00
5 343 343 177.00 177.00
4 350-390 368 168.00-171.00 168.98
10 351-365 358 177.00-184.00 180.57 Value Added
7 417-443 434 151.00-159.00 154.48
10 410-432 421 164.00-170.00 166.92 Value Added
6 465-495 483 150.00-160.00 154.08
34 471-498 488 157.00-160.00 158.78 Value Added
9 511-533 521 142.00-149.00 145.38
11 500-543 529 151.50-155.00 152.58 Value Added
7 570-595 584 130.00-141.00 133.39
3 576 576 143.00 143.00 Value Added
20 605-639 635 127.00-138.00 135.00
16 616-617 616 140.00-143.00 142.62 Value Added
1 680 680 120.00 120.00
20 667-693 679 128.00-130.00 129.39 Value Added
16 700-748 727 118.00-125.00 122.05 Value Added
6 751-787 763 110.00-116.00 113.94 Value Added
4 821 821 105.00 105.00
GROUPS: HEIFERS:
52 head 643 lbs 124.00 blk wean
STEERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
4 350-397 374 149.00-156.00 152.28
3 485-490 488 138.00-149.00 145.36
3 510-540 525 122.00-137.00 131.46
6 570-590 581 120.00-129.00 126.16
STEERS - Small and Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 490 490 135.00 135.00
DAIRY STEERS - Large 3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
2 525 525 89.00 89.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 175 175 175.00 175.00
1 200 200 175.00 175.00
1 305 305 155.00 155.00
6 340-347 345 157.00-160.00 159.01 Value Added
5 370-390 379 141.00-145.00 143.98
13 360-385 371 150.00-156.00 153.03 Value Added
5 420-435 429 131.00-141.00 135.56
13 423-447 432 144.00-148.00 146.11 Value Added
15 450-496 484 126.00-137.00 133.77
33 450-495 472 140.00-145.00 142.00 Value Added
18 500-545 519 125.00-135.00 130.43
9 513-518 516 134.50-142.50 138.40 Value Added
8 555-585 573 121.00-130.00 124.99
19 555-579 569 131.00-135.00 133.41 Value Added
2 610-620 615 114.00-121.00 117.47
56 610-643 641 124.00-126.00 124.09 Value Added
3 665-670 668 110.00-116.00 112.67
20 658-681 667 115.00-120.00 118.28 Value Added
6 705 705 109.00-110.00 109.83 Value Added
1 755 755 94.00 94.00
1 820 820 93.00 93.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 225 225 154.00 154.00
2 490 490 120.00 120.00
1 540 540 123.00 123.00
1 550 550 117.00 117.00
13 673-691 681 105.00-108.00 106.16
1 840 840 90.00 90.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
4 360-395 369 153.00-172.00 166.91
4 427 427 154.00 154.00
20 450-469 461 148.00-153.00 150.67
2 525-530 528 130.00-132.00 131.00
2 625 625 115.00 115.00
1 685 685 117.00 117.00
1 705 705 113.00 113.00
2 770 770 106.00 106.00
1 810 810 113.00 113.00
1 920 920 117.00 117.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 375 375 142.00 142.00
SLAUGHTER CATTLE
COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing
8 1145-1530 1379 61.00-67.00 63.51 Average
1 1360 1360 55.00 55.00 Low
COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
7 1155-1325 1254 60.00-68.00 63.08 Average
COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
12 860-1160 1043 53.00-62.00 57.56 Average
1 1000 1000 62.00 62.00 High
6 920-1225 1049 50.00-52.00 50.95 Low
BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
3 1455-1985 1767 90.00-100.00 96.55 Average
REPLACEMENT CATTLE
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2-4 T2 1 885 885 800.00 800.00
5-8 T1 2 950-1185 1068 700.00-860.00 788.81
5-8 T2 11 900-1320 1107 800.00-1250.00 1032.58
5-8 T3 2 1000-1100 1050 925.00-1175.00 1044.05
>8 T1 4 1120-1235 1186 650.00-815.00 714.38
>8 T2 2 1005-1200 1103 665.00-720.00 690.07
>8 T3 2 1010-1050 1030 650.00-690.00 670.39
BRED COWS - Small and Medium 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
5-8 T2 1 870 870 1000.00 1000.00
BRED HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
2-4 T1 1 720 720 770.00 770.00
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf
2-8 O 3 1200 1200 1670.00 1670.00
>8 O 1 1090 1090 850.00 850.00
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ 150-300 lbs calf
>8 O 1 1450 1450 1400.00 1400.00
HEIFER PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf
<2 O 2 850 850 1550.00 1550.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
Age Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2-4 1 1465 1465 1320.00 1320.00

Workers were busy 50 years ago building the steel
substructure at the new Potter and Brumfield plant on
Chapel Hill Road. 

Crittenden County Detention Center Census
2020 Average

104.5
72.3
10.8
8.5

196.2
1.5
0.0
0.8
117

’20 MONTHLY AVG.
$105,694.15
$96,831.73
$9,023.73
$12,576.00
$441.60

$215,468.21

$9,579.33
295.7
32.7
9.7

May 21, 2020
85
73
4
4

166
0
0
0

166

APRIL 2020
$98,376.26
$93,720.35
$8,502.35
$6,272.00

$0.00
$198,368.61

$5,408.00
169

$32.00
5.64

June 18, 2020
85
74
13
7

179
3
0
0

182

MAY 2020
$86,216.34
$102,316.00
$9,370.00
$5,760.00

$0.00
$194,292.34

$6,372.00
$177.00
$36.00
5.71

Category
State Inmates
Federal Inmates
Other County Inmates
Critenden County Inmates
TOTAL INMATES
Weekenders
Work release
Out to Court
Actual Inmate Bed Count

MAY REVENUE
State Housing Payments
Federal Housing Payments
Federal Transport Payments
Other County Housing Payments
Weekend/Work Release

TOTAL HOUSING

MAY ANALYSIS
Cost of Crittenden Inmates
Numbers of Co. Housing Days
Daily Housing Rate
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION 
CENTER REPORT
JUNE 18, 2020 

The Crittenden County
Detention Center report
is provided monthly to
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The in-
mate count was accu-
rate for the day the
report was created.

• Federal Inmates $49 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem
• Lyon County Inmates $36.00
• Other County Inmates $32.00

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County

Sheriff's Department is
seeking the public's as-
sistance in solving a
theft that occurred at
2:30am Tuesday, June
16 in Sheridan.
The alleged theft was

caught on video surveil-
lance at Buntin Trailer
Sales on Ky. 297. Taken
was an 18-foot trailer
that is capable of hauling
a vehicle. It is gray and
has a steel deck and tan-
dem axles. The trailer is
valued at $3,500.
Investigators are hav-

ing the video enhanced
in order get more details
about the alleged crime,

but it appears from this
still capture of the
footage that the thieves
were driving a silver Jeep
of an uncertain model.
Anyone with informa-

tion can call 270-965-
3500 and remain
anonymous. If your in-
formation leads to an ar-
rest, a $1,000 reward
could be available from
Crittenden County
TipLine and the property
owner.
The sheriff’s depart-

ment is also seeking in-
formation about the theft
of a 16-foot trailer from
Marion Recycling Center
this month.

FARM ACTIVITY UPDATE
Primary activities for

the past week included
the continued planting
of soybeans, cutting hay
and harvesting wheat.
Favorable weather al-
lowed farmers to put in
a great deal of time in
the fields. The corn crop
is 95 percent emerged
with 2 percent of the
crop in the silking stage.
Soybean planting is
moving along at a strong
pace and continues to
run ahead of last year
and the 5-year average.
The soybean crop is 73
percent emerged, aver-
age height is 4 inches
and 7 percent is in the
blooming stage. Winter
wheat is at 92 percent
mature, and many farm-
ers are ready to plant
double crop soybeans as
the wheat is harvested.

Trailer theft caught on video

If you
can
identify
this ve-
hicle,
call the
sheriff’s
depart-
ment.
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Each Tuesday and 
Thursday in June, the 
Crittenden County 
Public Library will 
share Summer 
Reading activities 
through Facebook 
Live. It isn’t too late to 
register for the 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram. Call the library 
to learn more.  

Because COVID-19 
is preventing the li-
brary from holding its 
program in person, 
staff have improvised 
and adjusted plans to 
be able to offer pro-
gramming through 
Facebook Live.  

Each Facebook 
event begins at 10:30 
a.m. for children. Teen 
events are offered at 2 
p.m. each Tuesday. 
Adult events are also 
planned. 

Contact Brandie 
Ledford, Director, at 
(270) 965-3354 for 
more information 
about programming. 

The following are de-
scriptions of library 
programs the first two 
weeks in June. Watch 
for additional infor-

mation to be pub-
lished in The Crit-
tenden Press. 
Youth Events 
 Thursday, June 25, 

Maker Day: Draw your 
story! Not good at 
word using? Write 
words take long time? 
Join us as we learn a 
few cartooning tech-
niques so we can draw 
our stories instead. 
You know what they 
say - a picture is 
worth a thousand 
words! 
 Tuesday, June 30,  

Summer Reading Fi-
nale!  If you turned in 
your tracking forms, 
join us for prizes and 
dragons! 
Teen Events 

Teen events at the 
library will be offered 
with teen librarian 
Elizabeth Tosh 
through Facebook Live 
at 2 p.m.  

June 23 What’s In 
Your Wardrobe. This 
activity will be a sim-
ple imagination 
booster, you will be 
drawing what you 
think would be in your 
wardrobe if it was a 

magical portal just 
from opening the 
doorway.  

Keep watching for 
additional activities of-
fered in July. 
Adult Events 

All programs will be 
held using Zoom on-
line. Call the library at 
(270) 965-3354 to get 
a meeting room link.  

June 24 and July 22 
Bring Your Own Book 
Club, 11:30 a.m. 
Bring the books you’ve 
read lately to this 
Zoom session. 

Imagine Your Story 
Trivia Night Online—
Quarantine Edition on 
Zoom, 7 p.m.,  June 
26.   Family Teams 
should have no more 
than fivemembers. 

Camp Nanowrimo 
Writing Challenge 
kicks off at 2 p.m. on 
Zoom, July 1. Write a 
novel in 30 days this 
summer. Take the 
Camp Nanowrimo 
challenge! To learn 
more, contact library 
director Brandie Led-
ford. 

Library activities online

Virtually going 
to high school  

Crittenden County’s 
Crosswalk Summer 
Program is taking kids 
entering ninth through 
12th grades on a virtual 
experience. During July 
6-9, students entering 
high school will be able 
to partidipate in art and 
leadership classes and 
also build their own 
board games. Jeff 
Hughes, Crosswalk 
coordiantor, is accept-
ing enrollment by email. 
Register by emailing 
jeff.hughes@fcrit-
tenden.kyschools.us.

 

No meeting for 
Eastern Star 

According to the 
Worthy Grand Matron 
of Kentucky, there will 
be no regular meetings 
in July of the Order of 
the Eastern Star. 

 
WKU lists 
spring honors 

Several Crittenden 
County students were 
named to the Dean’s 
List at Western Ken-
tucky University for the 
spring term. They in-
clude Seth Birdwell, 
Shelby Summers, Mi-
chelle Davidson, Noah 
Dickerson, Corbin WIl-
son, Lily Berry, Kylee 
Beard, Katie Wheeler, 
Dustin Perry and Will 
Tolley. 

 

Extension offers 
cooking class 
July 7 

A cooking class will 
be offered using Zoom, 
an online platform, in 
cooperation with the 
Crosswalk Leaarning 
Center at Crittenden 
County Schools. Reg-
ister by July 1 by email-
ing 
jeff.hughes@crit-
tenden.kyschools.us
The class is geared to-
ward the entire family. 

 
 

EBT offer 
extended  

Crittenden County 
families who did not 
apply for an EBT card 
for their school-age 
child may do so 
through July 10. The 
deadline was extended. 
Participating families 
will receive up to 
$313.50 per child.Apply 
online at 
benefind.ky.gov. The 
program offer is avail-
able to all Kentucky 
school districts qual-
ifying for the free lunch 
program.

Committee views COVID effects
The period between 

sessions of the Gen-
eral Assembly is called 
the interim and during 
that time committee 
meetings are held to 
discuss issues that 
may come up in the 
next session and to re-
view action that took 
place during the pre-
vious session.  These 
interim committee 
meetings consist of 
both Republicans and 
Democrats of both the 
House and the Senate. 

Two such interim 
committee meetings 
were the Budget Re-
view Subcommittee on 
Economic Devel-
opment, Tourism, & 
Environmental Protec-
tion and Program Re-
view.  I chaired the 
Budget Review meet-
ing and co-chaired the 
Program Review meet-
ing.  Both meetings fo-
cused on aspects and 
repercussions of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Testimony was given 
by various members of 
the Executive Branch, 
the President and 
CEO of the Kentucky 
Chamber of Com-
merce and a number 
of owners of licensed 
child day care centers. 

Following is a sum-
mary of testimony and 
discussion during 
those two committee 
meetings. 

Sadly, what became 
abundantly clear dur-
ing the Executive 
Branch presentations 
and answers to ques-
tions is that there is 
little data supporting 
the decisions that 
have been made.   

Secretary Mary 
Noble of the Justice 
and Public Safety 
Cabinet was not able 
to provide an accurate 
view of the cabinet’s 
expenses as a result of 
the pandemic.  Com-
missioner Cookie 
Crews, Department of 
Corrections, stated 
that she did not have 
the exact number of 
state inmates that had 
been released from 
county jails because of 
commutations but she 
wasn’t aware of any 
inmates who had been 
released on con-
ditional commutation 
and then rearrested.  
Secretary Noble stated 
that the Green River 
Correctional Complex 
was the only state cor-
rectional institution to 

have had a 
C O V I D - 1 9 
outbreak, but 
indicated that 
f o r t u n a t e l y 
only one in-
mate and 
“very few” cor-
rectional of-
ficers in any of 
the state’s 
other facilities 
had tested 
positive for 
COVID-19. 

R o d n e y 
Brewer, Com-
m i s s i o n e r , 
K e n t u c k y 
State Police 
(KSP), said 
that in an ef-
fort to prevent 
violence and 
vandalism in 
Louisville, be-
ginning on the 
evening of 
May 29, Ken-
tucky State 
Police (KSP) 
placed be-
tween 90 and 100 
troopers in Louisville 
to assist the Louisville 
Metro Police Depart-
ment during protests 
and rioting.  He noted 
that KSP presence in 
Louisville usually 
began around 4 p.m., 
and continued until 1-
3 a.m. He said that 
KSP is providing in-
vestigators and over-
sight in the 
investigation of a fatal 
shooting that occurred 
early in the morning of 
June 1 during the 
rioting. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Brewer said that there 
had been no arrests 
during protests on the 
Capitol campus, but 
KSP was investigating 
an incident where 
tires were flattened on 
a protester’s vehicle.  
There were, however, 
some arrests made for 
threats against the 
Governor, but those 
did not take place dur-
ing protests.  In ad-
dition, the 
commissioner said 
that during protests 
on the Capitol 
grounds, KSP places 
officers in an over 
watch position which 
is an elevated location 
either on top of the 
Capitol or the Capitol 
Annex, but those of-
ficers are not equipped 
with sniper gear.  On 
another subject,  

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Brewer stated that he 
did not have data 

readily avail-
able on which 
counties KSP 
“visited” Easter 
weekend for re-
ports of non-
c o m p l i a n c e 
with social dis-
tancing meas-
ures. 

Wendy Mor-
ris, Commis-
s i o n e r 
Department for 
B e h a v i o r a l 
Health, Devel-
opmental and 
I n t e l l e c t u a l 
D i s a b i l i t i e s 
stated that al-
though suicide 
reporting data 
typically has 
some lag time, 
the data that 
the Depart-
ment has seen 
so far does not 
indicate an in-
crease in sui-
cide rates in 
Kentucky dur-

ing the COVID-19 
pandemic. She said 
that a recent spike in 
overdose deaths is 
about the same as 
some overdose death 
spikes that have oc-
curred in the past. 
Commissioner Morris 
did state though that 
she was not consulted 
concerning prisoner 
commutations, but 
that her team worked 
with the Justice and 
Public Safety Cabinet 
to ensure those who 
were released would 
have access to drug 
treatment. 

Operators of child 
day care centers noted 
that they had been 
closed for three 
months while the day 
care center at the Toy-
ota plant was allowed 
to operate and YMCAs 
were allowed to pro-
vide day care.  Now, 
when the licensed 
centers were allowed 
to reopen, new regula-
tions limiting the ratio 
of workers to children 
or number of children 
allowed in a day care 
setting were handed 
down a week before 
they were being al-
lowed to reopen.   

They also pointed 
out that there were 
only five states that 
closed child day care 
centers at all.  Looking 
at some surrounding 
states, neither Indiana 
nor Tennessee closed 
at all.  Ohio closed its 
day care centers but 

reopened them on 
May 31. 

The Kentucky 
Chamber of Com-
merce surveyed child 
day care centers and 
found that 42 percent 
indicated they will not 
reopen.  The per-
manent closure of 42 
percent of these 
centers affects 56,000 
children and the at-
tendant negative fi-
nancial burden on 
parents who will be 
unable to return to 
work because of the 
lack of proper day care 
of their children 

Eric Friedlander, 
Secretary of the Ken-
tucky Cabinet for 
Health and Family 
Services, could not 
provide any data sup-
porting the need for 
the new regulations.  
When questioned 
about other restric-
tions and their contin-
uation, he spent most 
of the time articulat-
ing what might 
happen, rather than 
providing details on 
what has actually 
happened in areas 
without those restric-
tions.   

He did say that re-
gardless of a person’s 
underlying condition, 
any person who died 
with COVID-19 was 
listed as a COVID-19 

death.  Thus, if a per-
son was in hospice for 
cancer but was found 
to also have con-
tracted COVID-19, 
that person upon 
death was counted as 
a COVID-19 related 
death as reported by 
the Governor in his 
daily briefing.  There 
doesn’t seem to be any 
distinction between a 
person dying from 
COVID-19 or a person 
dying with COVID-19. 

On a non-committee 
meeting note, I have 
prefiled a bill for the 
next session of the 
General Assembly lim-
iting the Governor’s 
state of emergency 
powers to 28 days un-
less a majority of both 
the House and Senate 
approves their contin-
uation.  Because of 
the length of time the 
Governor’s declared 
State of Emergency 
has lasted and be-
cause of a single per-
son having total 
control of what can 
and cannot be done, a 
change is needed.  My 
belief is that the 
people elected to rep-
resent the citizens of 
the Commonwealth 
should be involved 
when circumstances 
appear to warrant a 
state of emergency. 
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Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Senior Menu 
The Crittenden 

County Senior Center is 
offering a drive-through 
for daily hot meals. 
Lunches must be re-
served by calling (270) 
965-5229. They can be 
picked up Monday 
through Friday at 11:30 
a.m. 

Menu includes: 
June 24 Chicken pot 

pie, baked potato with 
margarine and sour 
cream, green beans, 
Mandarin oranges and 
wheat bread. 

June 25 Ham and 
bean soup, hot beets, 
buttered spinach, corn-
bread and pear crisp. 

June 26 Oven fried 
chicken, new buttered 
potatoes, buttered broc-
coli, wheat roll and 
pears.. 

June 29 Meatballs 
and gravy, mashed po-
tatoes, seasoned peas, 
wheat roll and tropical 
fruit. 

June 30 Chicken with 
brown rice casserole, 
buttered spinach, wheat 
roll, banana pudding 
and margarine.
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A pictorial visit to schools of long ago

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Staff writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

If you have old school 
pictures of long ago they 
are wonderful to have. 
All the young faces look-
ing back at you from the 
vintage photo make you 
wonder what their lives 
were like and what they 
were thinking. 
Many of the old 
photos were 
not identified 
so you don’t 
know who the 
young people 
were, but if 
you are lucky, 
someone took 
the time to 
write down the 
names of the 
students and 
their teacher 
and the year 
it was made.  
This article is 
about some 
of those old 
schools, the 
students are identi-
fied and also included 
is a little history of the 
school at the time the 
pictures were made.

–––
White Hall School – 

1928-29
The old White Hall 

School was located 
about 4 miles west of 
Crayne on the right, 
near the intersection of 
Reiter Road and Mexico 
Road. Fred M. Clement 
donated the land for the 
building in 1874.  

When the first build-
ing was built, A. H. Car-
din, a nearby neighbor 
to the Clement family, 
gave a good donation 
toward the building con-
struction, as did F. M.. 
Clement, A. B. Hodge 
and others.  The build-
ing’s original use was 
to be for church gather-
ings.  Mrs. Cardin took 
a special interest in the 
new building and she 
suggested they paint it 
white and it be called 
White Hall.  It was used 
for their school and also 
church meetings. Later 
it became just White Hall 
School.  This first White 
Hall School burned in 
the early 1920s and a 
second building was 
build back in its place.

After the school closed 
and consolidated with 
other schools, the build-
ing was torn down and 
the land went back to 
the Clement family. The 
late Maurie Huston Kirk 
shared with me that the 

boys had uni-
forms to wear 
to school, grin-
ning he said 
“they consisted 
of overalls and 
no shoes.”

–––
Crayne School 

- 1932-33.
The two-

room, wooden 
building was 
c o n s t r u c t e d 
in 1925. One 
room was larg-
er than the oth-
er and it was 
called the “big” 
room, grades 
6-8 were 

taught here. The “little” 
room was where grades 
1-5 were taught. There 
was a sliding partition to 
separate the two rooms. 
For special occasions 
the top half of the parti-
tion could be pushed up 
and it was like one big 
room.  

My mother, Evah Lee 
Brantley, on the top step, 
shared memories of her 
days at Crayne School in 
the early 1930s. School 
was only in session for 
seven months. Everyone 
walked to school and 
brought their lunches. 
They drew their drinking 
water from a well located 
by the school house and 
drank from a dipper. 
Their favorite game to 
play at recess and lunch 
time was softball.

___
Frances School May 

22, 1931
Twenty-nine people 

from Crittenden County, 
most of them students in 
the Frances High School 
returned Friday from a 
trip thru the Mammoth 
Cave region.  They left 
Monday and visited not 
only the Mammoth Cave 
National Park but two 
state parks, the Blue 
and Gray Park in Todd 
County and Jefferson 

Davis State Park at Fair-
view.  The entire crowd 
went in a truck driven 
by Henry Simpkins and 
the party camped out, 
taking with them their 
own food.

–––
Chapel Hill School 

Group 1931-32
Crittenden Press, Feb. 

2, 1931 – Chapel Hill 
School News.  The Chap-
el Hill School closed its 
seven months session 
this week with a short 
program. Attendance 
awards were given to 

three students, Wilbur 
Beard, Gladys Nunn, 
and Donald Nunn, who 
were present every day 
during the school year.

Students at Chapel 
Hill, with Rudell Nunn 
as teacher, have won a 
number of honors during 
the past scholastic term.  
At the county fair they 
received a $5 prize from 
the County Board of Ed-
ucation for having a 100 
percent attendance at 
the fair. Hadley Long, 
one of the students, was 
given an award of $1 

for the excellency of his 
essay on “Good Roads.”  
Three blue ribbons were 
received by the school 
for displays at the coun-
ty school fair.

At a spelling contest 
held last week, Marvin 
Collins of the seventh 
grade won the privi-
lege of representing the 
county in the county 
in the spelling bee to 
be held in Marion this 
week. Other winners by 
grades are as follows:  

First, Tommy Collins; 
second, Donald Nunn; 
third, Kenneth Conger, 
fourth, Ina Long; fifth, 
Thomas Nunn; and sev-
enth, Marvin Collins.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

White school 1928-29 pictured are (front from left) Nor-
man Wheeler, Ralph Holloman, Thomas Raymond Per-
kins, James Allen Boyd, Theo Childress, Thelma Boyd, 
Maurie Huston Kirk, and Archie Buel Perkins, (back) 
Huston “Chippie” Bigham, Lynn Riley, W. C. Wheeler, 
Elmer Childress, Roy Holloman, Mae  Holloman, ? Kim-
sey, Carzell Jones, Louise “Tootsie” Bigham and Aline 
Hill, teacher.

Crayne school 1932-33 pictured are (front from left) Allie 
Bradford Jr., Wilbur Woodall, Gladys Baird, James Rob-
ert Dorroh, Bobby Butler, Ophelia Brown, Louise Jones, 
Thelma Elkins, Hilda Mae Woodall, Ruby Hunt, (second 
row) Clifton Tabor, Dorothy Glen Dorroh, Jewell Tabor, 
Ruth Jane Bigham, Imogene Jones, Ada Nell Bradford, 
Helen Perryman, Anita Houston, Ronella Stevens, Henry 
Ewell Baird, (back) James Woodall, Doyle Brown, Evah 
Lee Brantley, Verble Lois Cruce, teacher Mildred Paris, 
Hilda Baird, Lilly Mae Tabor, J. T. Brown, Oliver Hunt.

Frances School 1931 front from left are Henry Simp-
kins (truck driver), Isabel Woodall, Reba Oliver, Au-
gust Hard, Naomi Farmer, Evelyn Herod, (second row) 
Herbert Brown, Marion Carter Pogue, Bill Farmer, Carl 
Ralston, Kelly Matthews, Ruth Hard, Evelyn Whitt, 
(third row) William “Happy Jack” Brasher, Milton So-
rensen (has cap on), Boyd “Zeb” Ralston, Edward Ray, 
Principal, Joanna Mason Ray, principal’s wife. (Back) 
Mr. Deboe, didn’t go to school, Virginia Brasher (right 
behind Mr. Deboe), Myrtle Capps, Mary Frances Pogue, 
Sue Mason, Opal Vick, Velda Matthews, Margie Fuller, 
Minnie Belle Cruce, Verna Mae Simpkins. Picture cour-
tesy of Bill Farmer.

Chapel Hill School 1931-32 pictured are (front from left) 
Zula Walker, Donald Nunn, Roy Beshears, Tommy Col-
lins, Kevil Nunn, Kenneth Conger, J. C. Nunn, Thomas 
Nunn, (back) Gladys Nunn, Melba Walker, Opal Walker, 
Hilda Long, Hatley Long, Ina Long, Wilber Beard, Elba 
Walker, Rudel Nunn, teacher.  
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Ky. improves to 37th in child well-being

n Salem Baptist Thrift 
Store, 209 Highland Street, 
Salem, Ky. has reopened. 
Hours will remain as nor-
mal 9 a.m.-1 p.m. For now 
we will not be accepting 
donations. There will be a 
limited number of people to 
enter at one time. Everyone 
is required to wear a mask 
and social distance.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia will once again 
be open to serve the area 
with free clothes. For the 
time being, the Clothes 
Closet will operate in the 
parking lot. Hours are 1-3 
p.m. each Thursday. We 
Everyone is asked to ob-
serve social distancing. 

n  Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of 
the church.

Does Your Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 
965-3191

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison

Church Events & News

Question: Recently, a 
woman talked to me about 
being “lost.” I didn’t fully 
understand what she was  
referring to. What did she 
mean by “lost?”

Answer:  If a person 
goes deer hunting and he 
becomes disoriented and 
does not know his way to 
get back to his truck, he is 
“lost.” Being lost can be a 
frightening experience and 
a person can quickly get 
into a dangerous and des-
perate situation.

Spiritually, we are lost 
because of sin and rebel-
lion against the holy God. 
When we choose to go our 
own path and do our own 
thing apart from God, we 
are sinners. Behind our 
efforts to please ourselves 
is self-centeredness. A life 
apart from God is sin.  

Spiritual lostness is an 
even greater danger than 

physical lostness. The Bi-
ble says, “For the wages of 
sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).”  
Sin pays in spiritual sep-
aration from God in this 
present life and eternal 
separation from Him and 
all that’s good throughout 
eternity.

Thank goodness the Bi-
ble not only emphasis our 
lostness but points out 
God’s love for us. “While 
we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

To move from “lost” to 
“found” is the most wonder-
ful thing in the world. You 
can find your way home to 
God by confessing to Him 
your destructive behav-
iors and thoughts and by 
coming to Christ in child-
like faith. “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved” (Acts 16:31).

 Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Without Christ we 
are hopelessly lost

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — 
Kentucky ranks 37th 
in the nation in overall 
child well-being, accord-
ing to the latest edition of 
the KIDS COUNT® Data 
Book, released Monday 
by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation.

The state showed im-
provement, due in part 
to progress across sev-
eral areas of economic 
well-being, child health 
coverage, teen births and 
parental employment.  
Though Kentucky made 
progress on a number 
of indicators of child 
well-being between 2010 
and 2018, rankings show 
the state is not making 
progress as quickly as 
other states.

“While this data is not 
reflective of the current 
conditions for families 
amidst COVID-19, deci-
sion makers and advo-
cates can utilize the pub-
lication as a guidepost 
as we work to safely and 
thoughtfully move for-
ward from the immense 
impacts of the pandem-
ic,” said Dr. Terry Brooks, 
executive director of Ken-
tucky Youth Advocates. 
“Understanding the state 
of kids prior to the crisis 
should only fuel our work 
to improve the outcomes 
for all Kentucky kids in 
the months and years to 
come.”

Some of Kentucky’s 
rankings among the 50 
states include:

n 41st in economic 
well-being. Despite Ken-
tucky’s improvement 
in economic well-being 
since 2010, other states 
are improving at a fast-
er pace. More than one 
in five children lived in 
poverty in 2018. Also, 
in 2018, 32 percent of 
children lived in fami-
lies where no parent had 
full-time, year-round em-
ployment.

n 27th in education. 
The good news is that 
nine in 10 Kentucky high 
school students gradu-
ated on time in 2018—
ranking the common-
wealth third in the nation 
on this indicator. The bad 
news is Kentucky contin-
ues to struggle when it 
comes to the percent of 
fourth-grade students 
scoring less than profi-
cient in reading (65 per-
cent) and of eighth-grade 
students scoring less 
than proficient in math 
(71 percent).

n 42nd in health. Kids’ 
health coverage remains 
a bright spot for Kentucky 
with 96 percent of chil-
dren covered, but there 
are still approximately 
40,000 uninsured. The 
Data Book’s new indica-
tor – percent of children 
and teens (age 10-17) 
who are overweight or 
obese – shows an area in 
which the commonwealth 
must also improve, with 
38 percent of kids falling 
into that category and 
the commonwealth rank-
ing 49th among states.

n 41st in the family 
and community domain. 
Between 2010 and 2018, 
the teen birth rate in Ken-
tucky fell by 41 percent 
to 27 births per 1,000 
females ages 15 to 19. 
The percent of children 
in families where the 
household head lacks a 
high school diploma also 
decreased during that 
time, down to 10 percent.

“While the data is im-
portant, it doesn’t tell the 
whole story about how all 
Kentucky kids are doing,” 
Brooks said.  “The dis-
comforting truth is that 
the zip code in which our 
children live, the amount 
of money their family 
earns and the color of 
their skin are pervasive 
and powerful influences 
on their childhood and 
the future they are able 
to embrace.”

Looking ahead, “Sys-
temic inequities contin-
ue to limit opportunities 
to thrive for children of 
color, and it is our obliga-
tion to not only track and 
understand those, but 
also to transform sys-
tems so every Kentucky 
kid can grow up healthy, 
safe and hopeful for the 
future,” he said.

Recommendations
include:

n Kentucky kids and 
their families need a 
strong state budget as 
part of COVID-19 pan-
demic recovery efforts. 
Investments in criti-
cal programs and ser-
vices, such as safety 

net programs (Medic-
aid, KCHIP, SNAP and 
KTAP) and child abuse 
and neglect prevention 
programs, can be the 
bridge to a brighter fu-
ture, both by helping 
families meet their ba-
sic needs in the short-
term and by setting 
kids up for long-term 
success.

n As Kentucky re-
opens and parents 
prepare to go back to 
a new normal routine, 
many are now faced 
with identifying safe, 
affordable childcare 
options. Continued 
federal investment in 
the infrastructure of 
the child care sector 
would allow kids to 
have access to quality 
early learning opportu-
nities, parents to have 
safer care options as 
they go to work and the 
economy to begin to re-
build.

n The impacts of 
current and future in-
vestments and policy 
change on every Ken-
tucky family, especial-
ly those with children 
of color, will be fully 
realized when all state 
agencies agree to sys-
tematically collect, an-
alyze and report data 
disaggregated by race 
and ethnicity for those 
they serve.



yard sales

YARD SALE, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., Thursday, June 
25 and Friday, June 26. 
Women clothes, XL-2X 
(like new); girl clothes  
6-12 months, boy clothes 
18-24 months, shoes, 
kitchen items, wash stand 
and more. Nancy Belt, 725 
Ditney Rd., Lola. (1t-52-p)
for sale

Use the patented Flea-
Beacon® to control dog 
and cat fleas in the home 
without toxic chemicals or 
expensive exterminators. 
Results overnight! Akridge 
Farm Supply (270) 545-
3332. (www.fleabeacon.
com) (3t-2-p)
TIMBER FOR SALE: The 
Energy and Environment 
Cabinet, Kentucky Divi-
sion of Forestry, offers for 
sale an estimated volume 
of 194,431 BF of upland 
poplar/white oak dominat-
ed hardwood timber on 
31 acres of the Big Rivers 
State Forest/WMA located 
about 2 miles west of St-
urgis.  This sale will be by 
sealed bid on a lump sum 
basis.  The sale areas 
will be shown at 10 a.m. 
Central Time on Tues-
day, June 30, 2020 and 
the bids will be opened 
at 10 a.m. Central Time 
on Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 
For bid packets or addi-
tional information, contact 
Jim Bryan, Manager PSF, 
PO Box 465, Madisonville, 
KY, 42431, Phone (270) 
521-6724 or (270) 824-
7527.  (1t-52-c)
automotive

1996 Mercury work car, 
162,000 miles, $600. 
Cash only please. Call 
(270) 965-3833. (1t-52-p)
real estate

Small 2 BR house on 
West Depot, full base-
ment, 2-car garage, nice 
lot. $40,000. (270) 704-
3894. (4t-54-p)
for rent

Small 2 BR efficiency 
apartment, stove and re-
frigerator furnished, all 
utilities included. $500/
mo. (270) 704-3234. (tfc-
je)
agriculture

RETIRED POLICE OF-
FICER living in Eddyville, 
Ky., looking for hunting 
rights. Willing to share 
game. Also hunt nui-
sance animals in sea-
son. Call (270) 388-4992. 
(12t-05-p)
employment

RELIABLE WORKERS 
NEEDED! Full-time, 1st & 
2nd shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (6t-5-c)
THE CITY OF MARION 
TOURISM COMMISSION 
has a part time position 
available for a Social Me-
dia and Events Coordina-
tor. 

Our goal is to hire a 
talented individual to cre-

ate and maintain a strong 
online presence for the 
Marion Tourism Commis-
sion. Implement creative 
online marketing strate-
gies through social media 
accounts and digital plat-
forms. Develop original 
content and suggest cre-
ative ways to attract more 
visitors. The ideal candi-
date will be well versed in 
the best practices of exist-
ing and emerging social 
networks.  

 SOCIAL MEDIA
RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Develop original con-
tent and suggest creative 
ways to attract more visi-
tors and promote the City 
of Marion via social and 
digital outlets. 
• Increase web traffic 
and customer engage-
ment metrics aligned with 
broader marketing strate-
gies. 
• Create engaging text, 
image and video content 
through social media
• Stay up to date with 
changes in all social plat-
forms ensuring maximum 
effectiveness 
• Facilitate online conver-
sations with the communi-
ty and visitors 
• Develop an optimal post-
ing schedule 
• Track social media influ-
ence measurements

EVENTS
COORDINATOR

RESPONSIBILITIES
Plan, Promote and Im-

plement events.  Propose 
new event ideas or carry 
out events at the direction 
of the Tourism Commis-
sion.

ONSITE EVENT
COORDINATOR 

Manage all aspects of 
the event including but 
not limited to volunteers, 
sponsors and participants.  

QUALIFICATIONS 
• Excellent verbal and 
written communication 
skills including the ability 
to proofread
• Expertise in multiple 
social media platforms 
including, but not limited 
to: Facebook, Twitter, In-
stagram, YouTube, Snap-
chat, Pinterest, Reddit, 
TikTok, etc. 
• Ability to deliver creative 
content (text, image and 
video) 
• Ability to grasp future 
trends in digital technolo-
gies and act proactively
Experience in planning 
and producing community 
events  

This position also in-
cludes duties required to 
operate the Marion Wel-
come Center.

If interested mail your 
resume to The Marion 
Tourism Commission 
P.O. Box 174 Marion, KY 
42064  by July 10, 2020. 
(1t-52-c)
NOW HIRING depend-
able residential carpen-
ter. To inquire please call 
(270) 965-5893. (4t-53-c)
IC

The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/

Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today.” 
(4t-52-p)
services

BUSHHOGGING (270) 
969-0871. (3t-52-p)
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 1240 Valley View 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (24t-12-p)
notices

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-

er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
fied department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.
legal notices

I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court Marion, Ky. do cer-
tify that the following has 
filed notice of Final Settle-
ment: 
Scott E. Williams of 2124 
Griffith Place East, Ow-
ensboro, Ky. 42301, ex-
ecutor of Shirley Ann Wil-
liams, deceased.
The forgoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on July 22, 
2020. All persons having 
exceptions to said settle-
ments are to file same at 
once. 
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-52-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on June 17, 2020 Dwight 
Manuel Cook of 6683 
State Route 91 North, 
Marion, Ky. 42064 was 
appointed administrator 
of Christina Marie Cook, 

deceased, whose address 
was 6683 State Route 91 
North, Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Hon. Rebecca Johnson, 
P.O. Box 415, Marion, Ky. 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administrator before the 
17th day of December, 
2020 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-52-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on June 17, 2020 Steven 
Jeffrey Landry of 34243 
Alameda Dr., Sorrento, Fl. 
32776 was appointed ex-
ecutor of Stephanie-Ma-
donna Warfield Landry, 
deceased, whose address 
was 2435 Mt. Zion Church 
Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Robert Frazer, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 

Crittenden District Court 
before the 17th day of 
December, 2020 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-52-c)
bid notice

The City of Marion, Ken-
tucky Tourism Commis-
sion is accepting compet-
itive sealed bids on behalf 
of the Marion Crittenden 
County Park Board for re-
placement perimeter fenc-
ing for a regulation size 
youth baseball field at the 
Marion-Crittenden Coun-
ty Park known as Field 
2 (12-under field). For 
complete specifications, 
contact the tourism office 
at 270-965-5015. All bids 
must be received by July 
1, 2020. (2t-52-c)
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are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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FOOTBALL
Helmets challenge
Crittenden County’s chrome
football helmet continues to
shine in virtual competition on
Twitter. In online voting, Critten-
den’s helmet (which was run-
nerup in Kentucky) defeated
Michigan’s Livonia Franklin in the
opening round of the National
Football Helmet Tournament then
squeaked by Utica, Ohio with
50.1 percent of the 2,572 votes
cast. Crittenden was set to com-
pete in the round of 16 this week.

BASKETBALL
Workouts begin
Crittenden County High
School’s boys’ basketball team
began workouts this week under
strict COVID-19 guidelines.
Some of the precautions de-
ployed to prevent the spread of
the virus are that each player will
be assigned his own ball, players
must bring their own water and
assigned to small groups. Play-
ers must also have their temper-
ature checked and charted
before they can enter the gymna-
sium.

GOLF
Double Couple
A local group won the Princeton
Golf and Country Club Double
Couple Tournament last week-
end, shooting a 56-56-112 in the
two-day, 36-hole event. Pictured
above are the champions (from
left) Daniel and Kayla Gachoka
and Stefanie and Jeremy Shoul-
ders.

Orange Jacket
Invitational event
Deer Lakes Golf Course in
Salem will host its annual Or-
ange Jacket Invitational spon-
sored by Edward Jones on July
11-12. This is an individual stroke
play tournament flighted after the
first round. Contact pro shop at
270-988-4653 for more informa-
tion.

POKER RUN
Benefit bike ride  
Kentucky Motorcycle Associa-
tion Sturgis District will host a
Benefit Poker Run for cancer pa-
tient and former Union County
law enforcement officer De-
Wayne Jackson. The event activ-
ity will begin at 10 a.m.,
Saturday, July 18. This will be a
180-mile ride through the lakes
area. Cost is $20 per hand, or
$30 per couple on the same bike.
For more information, call 618-
841-2084. 

MOTOCROSS
Gilland takes 19th
Marion motocross racer Colton
Gilland captured 19th place in a
three-race series Lincoln Trail
MX Loretta Lynn Regional Cham-
pionship in Illinois.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunt-

ing opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up this summer
and fall: 
Bull Frog             May 15 - Oct. 31
Coyote                       Year Round
Groundhog                 Year Round
Turtles                        Year Round
Squirrel              Aug. 15 - Nov. 13
Dove                   Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Deer Bow           Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Deer Youth                   Oct. 10-11
Deer CrossbowSept. 19 - Jan. 18
Deer blackpowder        Oct. 17-18
Deer Gun           Nov. 14 - Nov. 29

Sports The Crittenden Press

Don’t look for point
guard Kennedy Chan-
dler to be a player that
will let his recruiting
process drag out during
his senior season.
“He’s not going to wait

his whole senior year to
make a decision. He’ll
make it this fall, like
maybe No-
v e m b e r , ”
said the
player’s fa-
ther, Kylan
Chand l e r .
“He wants to
make a cou-
ple of visits
when he
can. After
that he
wants to make a deci-
sion. He doesn’t want to
go his whole senior year
worrying about where
he is going to school.”
The 6-1 Chandler is

the top-rated point
guard in the 2021 re-
cruiting class. He has
narrowed his college
choices to Kentucky,
Tennessee, Memphis,
Duke and North Car-
olina.
“I know when I talked

to his parents over the
winter they wanted him
to finish his high school
season, narrow down
his choices and then
starting focusing on
schools he could see
himself at and not drag-
ging on with schools
who didn’t have a
chance to get him so he
could make his college
choice,” said Krysten
Peek, a writer for Ri-
vals.com and Yahoo
Sports.
Chandler recently de-

cided to leave Briarcrest
Christian Academy in
Memphis to play his
senior season at Sun-
rise Christian Academy
in Kansas. His father
says that move does not
impact his recruiting,
an opinion Peek also
shares.
“I spoke to all five

schools Kennedy has
chosen for his top five
and nothing has
changed. Our (phone)
numbers have not

changed. All the
coaches have access to
him still. The plan is
still the same,” Kylan
Chandler said.
“It will just be more of

a college prep year. He’ll
get used to housing and
travel, play a national
schedule and have op-
portunities for even
more development.
“Briarcrest was a

great academic school
and he’s been there
since second grade. He
has a great relationship
with the coach and his
son and will miss them.
But all the guys he won
the state title with last
year graduated. Most
were football players
now going to play col-
lege ball.”
Peek says Chandler is

a “top 10 player nation-
ally” who is gaining
more national recogni-
tion. 
“I think he has more

tools than people real-
ize. Most see him as a
playmaker and shifty
point guard. But he has
hops. He can play above
the rim,” Peek said.
“He’s a very versatile 6-
1 point guard. I remem-
ber his first time at USA
Basketball and he
played with confidence
because he knew he be-
longed because he
knows he’s a good
player.”
Several prep schools

reached out to Chan-
dler about playing for
them his senior season
but his family’s rela-
tionship with the
Mokan AAU program,
based in Kansas, moved
Sunrise to the top of his
list.
“We are familiar with

the family at Sunrise.
He helped them win a
Peach Jam title. They
know him, he knows
them. It’s a great fit for
both,” Kylan Chandler
said. “He’s ready for the
move and the chal-
lenge.”
Chandler’s explosive

speed could be his
biggest attribute. His
father says he’s gotten

faster as he got older in
part because the foot-
work drills he’s done
along with the way with
strength coaching and
training on his lateral
movement.
“When he was

younger his athleticism
was not like it is now.
He’s getting better and
is able to go to the hole,

take you off the dribble
and dunk on you,”
Chandler’s father said.
“It’s kind of crazy how
all of a sudden he hit a
spurt and his athleti-
cism took off. It has
been a great last year
and a half.”
Chandler has found a

way to stay basketball-
ready during COVID-19

thanks to workouts
arranged by his trainer,
Jevonte Holmes. Re-
cently they’ve had
scrimmages which have
included players such
as Memphis Grizzlies
rookie Ja Morant (the
likely NBA rookie of the
year), five-star prospect
Moussa Cisse and NBA
players.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Top point guard making decision in fall

STAFF REPORT
High school coaches and

players are anxiously awaiting
the next big announcement
about COVID-19 restrictions
during summer workouts.
As outlined earlier this sum-

mer, beginning Monday, the
guidelines governing student-
athletes and high school
sports practices will loosen a
bit. It appears that Gov. Andy
Beshear is giving the Ken-
tucky High School Athletic As-
sociation a green light to move
forward.
"Next Monday, just about

everything in the common-
wealth will be open, from bars,
wedding venues, public pools
and even Kentucky Kingdom,"
Beshear said during one of his
recent daily updates. "It has
been a long road dealing with
this virus. But by following
medical guidelines we have

gone from a time when our
cases were doubling every
week, to a point where we are
safely beginning to reopen
businesses and our economy." 
“We should know a lot more

next week,” said Sean Thomp-
son, Crittenden County foot-
ball coach and athletic
director. More details about
practice and perhaps what lies
ahead for games could become
clearer with anticipated an-
nouncements sometime over
the next few days. The KHSAA
is expected to reveal its guide-
lines for practices, workouts
and more for July 12 and be-
yond.
Thompson said he hopes to

learn more about middle
school options once the new
guidelines are clearer.
When the protocol becomes

less restrictive next week,
groups of 50 or fewer are per-

mitted to practice together.
However, they must be divided
into subgroups with no more
than 11 individuals – 10 play-
ers and one coach or nine
players and two coaches and
so on. Shared equipment is
permitted per the guidelines,
but with frequent sanitization.
Basketball was able to re-

turn to the gym this week. 
The guidelines say that, “If

individual opportunities are
desired for dribbling, shots,
etc., the athlete should utilize
their own ball or should be as-
signed a ball to be used by
that player and only that
player for the entire session
(and sanitized routinely).
Thompson said the football

team could lower its number
of workout sessions to two.
With 64 players on the roster
and a 50-person limit, he says
two periods will be necessary.

Right now volleyball, cross
country and soccer are also
holding small-group workouts.
KHSAA guidelines say  that

all individuals must avoid
physical contact with others
including high fives, huddles,
or other close contact occur-
ring before, during or after ac-
tivities unless the contact is
for the purpose of safety.
The KHSAA also had addi-

tional guidelines for cheer
squads who may use the time
for workouts or tryouts for the
fall season. Thompson said
the CCHS cheerleading squad
was chosen before the pan-
demic and they are working
out mostly off campus.
No activity during the cur-

rent period or the one that is
scheduled to start next week
can be mandatory. Teams
must hold tryouts when offi-
cial practice begins.

Dialed in
Below
100.4

Student-athletes who
are working out on
campus must meet a
number of COVID-19-
related demands, in-
cluding being fever free.
Each athlete has his
temperature checked
before entering the fa-
cility. If the temp reads
below 100.4 athletes
are permitted inside
and allowed to work
out. If not, they’re sent
home. Pictured here is
Rocket football coach
Gaige Courtney using a
digital thermometer to
check the temperature
of freshman Gattin
Travis before practice
late last week.

Larger groups will be permitted next week
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family wants
road changed 

A request has been
made to change the
name of a section of
Forest Grove Road in
rural Crittenden
County. The Claghorn
family, which owns a
sizeable section of
property along the road
and the only home on
that section has asked
the county to change
the name to Claghorn
Road. The formal re-
quest says it was once
called Claghorn Road
and changed only when
911 addressing was
done in the early
1990s. County Judge-
Executive Perry New-
com said further
research will be done
on the matter.

church windows
declared surplus

Crittenden County
has declared a number
of old Gothic-style
church windows as sur-
plus property and will
be looking for a buyer.
The county acquired
not too long ago the
former Christian
Church on West Bellville
Street. The commu-
nity’s counseling center
is located there. In the
basement some old
windows were found.
County Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom said they
might be original win-
dows that were at some
point removed. If so,
they would date back to
the 1800s.

FANCY FARM WILL
HAVE ITS PICNIC

The Fancy Farm Pic-
nic is still on For Aug. 1
despite the pandemic.
However, the 140th an-
nual event could look a
bit different this sum-
mer. The picnic will
begin at 10 a.m., and
last until 6 p.m.

Politics and barbecue
will smell and taste the
same, but the custom-
ary speeches will be
held indoors at the
600-capacity Fancy
Farm Elementary School
gymnasium instead of
at the political pavilion.
KET will broadcast the
speeches live. Only
those with a ticket will
be able to get into the
gym for the speaking.

Some of the other
events surrounding the
annual event have been
cancelled.

county applies
for covid relief

Crittenden County
has applied for about
$42,000 in relief for its
response to COVID-19.

The fiscal court
passed a resolution last
week approving the re-
quest. The federal gov-
ernment has allocated
millions of dollars for
states to help local
governments through
the CARES Act. County
leaders say this is the
first round of what
could be more applica-
tions for CARES funds.
The money can be used
for various response
expenses, including
salaries for first re-
sponders such as law

enforcement and the
purchase of personal
protective equipment.

risk of other
diseases more
serious for kids

Some Kentucky chil-
dren have likely fallen
behind in their routine
immunizations because
of the disruptions
caused by the coron-
avirus pandemic, put-
ting them at risk for
measles, whooping
cough and other life-
threatening illnesses.
Health experts say now
is the time to get them
caught up.

"The risk of vaccine-
preventable illnesses
has not gone away due
to the COVID-19 situa-
tion and it is just as
important now, if not
more so, that we make
sure that our children
are protected from all
of the infections that
we can," said Dr. Sean
McTigue, medical di-
rector for pediatric in-
fection prevention and
control at Kentucky
Children's Hospital.

McTigue said many
parents are afraid to
bring children to a doc-
tor's office to get them
vaccinated out of a fear
of exposing them to
the coronavirus, often
not realizing that the
illnesses prevented by
vaccines can be more
deadly to children than
the virus.

"Unlike COVID-19,
the vaccine-preventable
illnesses that we are
talking about are the
ones that are the most
deadly for our infants
and our young chil-
dren," he said. "COVID-
19 is actually
something that is not a
big concern for young
children. Younger chil-
dren, specifically those
less than 10 years of
age, are far less likely
to catch COVID-19, to
be positive for it, and
are far less likely to
have any serious con-
sequences from it."

As of June 6, the
state's COVID-19 daily
report showed that 234
children under 10 had
tested positive for the
virus, and one infant
had died from it. How-
ever, Health Commis-
sioner Steven Stack said
June 3 that if not for
the pandemic, the
death would have been
attributed to Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome,
but is counted as a
COVID-19 death be-
cause the infant tested
positive for the virus.

One of largest
meth cases in
county history

A Frances man re-
mains lodged in the
Crittenden County De-
tention Center on a
$100,000
cash bond
after being ar-
rested last
week on three
counts of traf-
ficking in
methamphetamine.

Travis Earl Robinson,
42, of Joyce Road in
Frances was taken into
custody on Thursday,
June 18 on a criminal
warrant alleging that he
had on three occasions
sold meth to a cooper-
ating witnesses work-
ing with the Kentucky
State Police and other
agencies. The alleged
drug transactions were
in September of 2019
and included 197

grams of methamphet-
amine, making it the
second largest
methamphetamine case
in county history. The
criminal warrant says
the powdered sub-
stance dealt in the
transaction has been
tested by a laboratory. 

Robinson was sched-
uled to be arraigned in
Crittenden District on
Wednesday of this
week. 

Robinson also has a
pending felony charge
for receiving stolen
property from an Au-
gust 2019 indictment
by a Crittenden County
Grand Jury. He was pre-
viously scheduled for a
pretrial conference next
month in that case.

Coincidentally,
Robinson’s home was
the location of an al-
leged burglary in
March. A Paducah man
was indicted two weeks
ago by the Crittenden
County Grand Jury for
first-degree burglary in

that case. At least one
other suspect in that
investigation has not
been identified. When
deputies arrived at
Robinson’s residence to
answer a call about the
alleged burglary, two
men fled the scene on
foot. Montel Malik Wig-
gins, 22, of Paducah
was later located in a
nearby field and ar-
rested. The other sus-
pect was never
apprehended. 

Covid-19 stunts 
cOLLEGE COSTS

Students at five Ken-
tucky universities will
not face any tuition
hikes this fall under
plans approved today
by the state Council on
Postsecondary Educa-
tion as part of a strate-
gic effort to maintain
college affordability
during COVID-19. 

Public campuses are
on track for one of the
smallest average in-

creases in tuition in
decades, although rates
at three state universi-
ties remain pending.
While the Council did
not cap tuition for the
2020-21 academic
year, CPE has strongly
encouraged campuses
to limit increases as
students grapple with
financial fallout from
the pandemic.

“Higher education is
bracing for significant
financial challenges
over the next 18
months, yet campuses
are taking every possi-
ble step to keep tuition
low and limit the im-
pact on students and
families,” said CPE
President Aaron
Thompson. “It’s clear
that campuses are
placing students first in
all their decisions, and I
want to commend their
commitment to afford-
ability in these tough
times.”

Institutions that ab-
stained from raising

rates included Kentucky
State University, More-
head State University,
Murray State University,
Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity and Western
Kentucky University.
The “no hikes” ap-
proach applies to resi-
dent and non-resident
undergraduates and
resident and non-resi-
dent graduate students
at these campuses.

BOAT DOCK BID
WILL DELAY WORK

No bids were re-
ceived for engineering
of a boat dock at
Riverview Park. The
county will have to
rebid the project, which
will delay the beginning
of work to some extent.
Crittenden County is
getting a grant to build
a seasonal, temporary
docking pier on the
Ohio River at the for-
mer Dam 50 recreation
area.



BODY
Continued from page 1
tionship may have been
strained by financial
matters and drug abuse
in recent months. A
piece of property worth
more than a half a mil-
lion dollars that they
jointly owned was in
foreclosure. Both were
facing criminal charges
and Nichole Florentine
was on the cusp of hav-
ing her federal criminal
probation revoked. She’d
also failed multiple drug
screenings in the past
year, testing positive
each time for metham-
phetamine.
Police have issued a

felony arrest warrant
against Mr. Florentine on
a charge of abuse of a
corpse. The vehicle in
which was last seen, a
blue 2020 Nissan Rogue,
was located Monday in
another state. Police will
not say exactly where.
Investigators have

searched video surveil-
lance footage from vari-
ous locations in the area,
including Marion, look-
ing for clues in the case.
Police have said that Mr.
Florentine is to be con-
sidered armed and dan-
gerous, but they have
released no further infor-
mation about the case
nor the victim’s cause of
death.
The couple was mar-

ried Sept. 6, 2018, one
day after Mr. Florentine’s

divorce with a previous
woman was finalized. 
According to business

license information, the
suspect is owner of a
corporation called Yrral
Company Inc., (which is
his first name spelled
backward). A LinkedIn
account under his name
says the company is a
digital solutions agency
specializing in marketing
and telecommunication.  
The suspect has a

record of domestic vio-
lence, drug trafficking
and reckless driving, re-
ceiving stolen property
and operating a “chop
shop” where vehicles
where vehicles were ei-
ther altered, defaced, de-
stroyed or disguised.
Both he and the victim
had pending felon
charges related to the ac-
cusations of them run-
ning a chop shop on the
property they own to-
gether and where Mrs.
Florentine owned and
operated Zahnd Motor-
cars. She was on felony

probation from a 2013
conviction on federal
charges, including being
a convicted felon in pos-
session of a firearm, pos-
session of counterfeit
money and taking a
stolen Mercedes Benz
from South Carolina to
Tennessee. She spent
time in a federal prison
for those crimes.
Mr. Florentine also had

mounting credit card
debt. Court action had
recently been filed
against him for default-
ing on unsecured credit
of more than $50,000.
The monthly mortgage
on property he shared
with the deceased victim
was more than $4,500.
An individual who

spoke to The Press by
phone from South Car-
olina said he knew the
couple and had gone to
school with Mrs. Floren-
tine. He said the couple
was estranged. Most re-
cently, Mrs. Florentine
had been living in
Williamston, S.C.

CLOSED
Continued from page 1
swim. Neighbors say traf-
fic at the site had in-
creased to the point that
it was becoming a legal li-
ability. 
Last week, magistrates

determined that the road
crossing at Crooked
Creek violates the Clean
Water Act. Therefore,
through immediate ac-
tion, the Crittenden
County Fiscal Court or-
dered the road closed.
Generally, it takes sev-
eral weeks and a lengthy
statutory process to close
a public thoroughfare.
However, in this case
Yoder Road was shut
down immediately and
one end of it will be re-
named. County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom
said federal guidelines do
not permit vehicles to
cross creeks unless the
approaches and crossing
are concrete. That cross-
ing is the only one of its
kind in the county, New-
com said. Other county
roads that ford creeks
have the required con-
crete pad at the crossing,
the judge explained.
Monroe Yoder, a mem-

ber of the Amish commu-
nity, lives right up the
road from the crossing
where he operates a
greenhouse. He said his
father was among those
who built the bridge so
their children could cross
the creek to school dur-
ing times of high water.
He also helped build the
first road through that
part of rural Crittenden
County in the mid 1980s,
and it was later adopted
into the county’s legal
road system. 
“It has just become a

concern,” Yoder said
about the area landown-
ers asking for the road to
be closed. “The last thing
we want to do is make
people mad, but it has
just got so bad down
there we’re afraid some-
thing is going to happen
and we’ll be sorry. That
bridge has several boards
missing.”
Large limestone rocks

fill the creek bed and it’s
become a gathering spot
for swimming, frolicking
in the water and getting
selfies at the bridge.
“I’m 15 years old and

I’ve been coming here for
a while. It’s like a family
thing. We come here and
get pictures and go to the
(Amish) stores,” said
Emma Sosh, who was at
the swinging bridge
about noon one day last
week.
“I hate to see them

close it down. We don’t
really bother anything
down here. We just come
and take pictures and
walk on the bridge. It’s
just fun,” Sosh added as
she and three other
teenage girls waded
through the creek and
snapped some photo-
graphs on their smart-
phones.
David LaNeave, who

has lived up the road a

bit for about 30 years,
says the bridge and creek
crossing are tourist at-
tractions and he thinks it
could mean fewer people
visiting the Amish com-
munity.
“That’s what they live

on – tourism,” LaNeave
told the fiscal court last
week. He came to the
meeting after hearing
that a petition was filed
to close the road. 
“It’s one of the coolest

things about the commu-
nity,” he added. “I’m just
saying, it’s going to hurt
tourism. It is a big deal in
our community. People
come from Illinois and
everywhere to see it.
When my family comes to
visit the first thing they
want to do is go through
the creek.”
Yoder said the road

named for his family and
swinging bridge have in-
deed been attractions.
And for almost three
decades there hadn’t
been too much trouble.
But perhaps due to pub-
licity on social media,
and most recently the
COVID-19 shutdown cre-
ating a host of opportuni-
ties for people to find
remote fun, the traffic
has intensified. 
“It can be anytime of

the night,” he said. 
Yoder, now 45, has

lived there since he was
seven. Nearby landown-
ers have suffered some
property damage from
time to time, and when
the creek’s up they often
have to pull vehicles out
of the creek. Once they
rescued a mother and
daughter whose car was
swamped by high water.
“People don’t realize

how deep and how much
current it has,” Yoder
said.
There hasn’t been one

particular incident that
created the impetus to
ask for the road to be
closed, just a building up
of things over the years.
The county judge said

four-wheel drive pickups
use the crossing as an
entry way into the creek
beds.
“They drive up the

creek and into fields.
There is partying and
loud music and beer
cans left down there,”
said the judge-executive. 
It’s all private property,

Newcom explains, other

than the county road
right-of-way.
Sheriff Wayne Agent

says he gets a number of
calls about problems at
the creek crossing,
mostly from landowners. 
“Back in the old days it

was good and fine, but
these days you just can’t
do it,” he said pointing to
liability issues from
large, uninvited gather-
ings on private property.
Newcom said the Clean

Water Act issue surfaced
as he was doing some
due diligence with regard
to the crossing and peti-
tion. He contacted a state
agency to get more de-
tails and was told that
motorists crossing the
creek, along with the
county, could be fined.
The county is culpable
because it hasn’t built
the proper crossing.
Concrete approaches

and a flat concrete cross-
ing wouldn’t stand up to
the current that rushes
down the creek, the
judge explained, and
bridge would be too
costly. So, the only solu-
tion is to close the road
at the creek.
“We don’t want to ag-

gravate anybody. We just
want to be safe,” said
Yoder, who did not file
the petition, but sup-
ports the closing along
with several other neigh-
bors. 
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County will explore armory
as home for new offices
STAFF REPORT
When the new justice

center is built to replace
the aging downtown
courthouse, it looks like
the county will not be
part of it.
Crittenden County has

been promised $12 mil-
lion to replace its court-
house, but if the county
wants to keep its govern-
ment offices in the pro-
posed new building, it
will have to come up with
$3 million. Local leaders
have shown no interest
in trying to raise that
much money from tax-
payers so they’ve been
looking for an alterna-
tive. 
A committee was

formed a few weeks ago
to explore options. The
group looked at a couple
of private commercial lo-
cations and the Marion
Ed-Tech Center, but set-
tled last week on hiring
an engineer to draw up
plans for repurposing
the Carson Davidson Na-
tional Guard Armory for
the county’s new home.

The fiscal court approved
the plan at its regular
meeting last week.
The offices that will

move to the off-site loca-
tion, once the new court-
house is built, will be
those occupied by the
judge-executive, county
clerk, property valuation
administrator and sher-
iff.
If local government

does not stay the court-
house downtown, as an-
ticipated, the state’s
Administrative Office of
the Courts will own and
manage the new judicial
center. Only courtrooms,
judicial offices and the

circuit court clerk will be
housed there.
The county currently

has rights to the armory
building. The state
leased it to the county at
no cost more than a year
ago when the National
Guard relocated the unit
and abandoned the facil-
ity on Rochester Ave.
The Department of the

Army said the building
had some underlying
structural issues. That’s
why the county wants its
own engineer to take a
look at it. Plus, an archi-
tect will have to deter-
mine what alterations
would be required.

The Yoder Road creek crossing is permanetly closed.
A gravel berm and barricade was built on either side
Monday.

It was one of the best known attractions in the Amish community, a low-water ford
across Crooked Crook, just above the swinging bridge.

The county has been leasing the armory for over a
year, but just now has a plan for it.

Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet has ap-
proved a contract bid for
the construction of a new
U.S. 60 Cumberland
River Bridge at Smith-
land.
Jim Smith Contracting

of Grand Rivers submit-
ted a bid of $63.6 million
for the construction of a
new continuous truss
structure immediately
downstream from the ex-

isting bridge.
According to KYTC Dis-

trict 1 Chief Engineer
Kyle Poat, the New Cum-
berland River Bridge will
be 80 percent federally
funded with the state
providing a 20 percent
match. Initial work at the
site will include a signifi-
cant maintenance project
on the existing 89-year-
old structure.

Smithland bridge $63.6 million
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